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Saavedra hearing
delayed until January
KAYLEIGH MCCOY
NEWS ASSISTANT

After almost eight hours of deliberation, the hearing in the immigration case of Marco Saavedra ’11, a
prominent immigration rights activist and Kenyon alumnus, ended without conclusion. Rather than deciding
if Saavedra — an undocumented immigrant who has lived in the United
States since the age of 3 — would be
deported to Mexico or be granted political asylum in the U.S., the judge
postponed the final decision to Jan.
17, 2020.
Seventeen Kenyon students drove
almost 20 hours total to attend Saavedra’s hearing last Thursday, missing
two days of classes. While they were
unable to be in the hearing room because of limited space, they stood directly outside the building with dozens of Saavedra’s friends, supporters
and family members.
“From 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. we were
outside protesting, supporting, singing, doing whatever Marco and his
sister [were] asking,” Scout Crowell
’20, one of the organizers, said.
The group of Kenyon students,
the largest group among the protestors, received an enthusiastic welcome
from Saavedra’s family and other supporters there. Several Kenyon alumni,
a number of whom had been organizing for months, were also present.
“I don’t think I was expecting us to
be as influential as I think we were,”

Crowell said.
“His family really wanted the Kenyon representation,” Isak Davis ’20, an
attendee, said. “There was a Kenyon
flag some alumni brought, and [the
family] wanted it front and center.”
Camila Wise ’20, another organizer, emphasized how the trip was
only possible because of the work
of Saavedra and others organizing
for his cause. “We supported people
who have been organizing for literally years,” Wise said. “If you look at
the activism that Marco’s done, everything that he does for communities,
it’s hard to think of a reason why you
wouldn’t show up.”
While the hearing was originally scheduled for 9 a.m. to 11 a.m., it
lasted more than four times as long.
“[Asylum hearings] do not go this
long … it is so rare, and the fact that
they were giving as much consideration to his actual case as they were
is almost sadly shocking, but amazing in the sense of: ‘that’s progress.’”
Crowell said. She credits the amount
of public attention and support Saavedra’s case received as important factors in the judge’s ultimate delay of the
decision, as well as the over 600 pages
of evidence presented at the hearing.
Ultimately, weather and time
forced the Kenyon students in attendance to leave an hour and a half
before the hearing ended, missing
the chance to greet Saavedra as he
emerged. The students returned to
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Seventeen Kenyon students travelled to New York to back Saavedra. | COURTESY OF STEVE PAVEY

campus at 3 a.m. last Friday, but are
already making plans for their next
steps.
“We haven’t gotten any direct
support from Decatur, or from the
administration,” Wise said. “If we
can find a way to have it very vocally
[from] Kenyon as an institution [saying] we support this alum, and we
also support undocumented students
... that would be amazing.”
Though President Decatur has
not released a public statement, he
expressed support for the students in
an email to The Collegian. “I’m proud
of the members of the Kenyon community who traveled to New York last

week to support Marco.” he wrote. “I
am certain that Kenyon community
members will continue to support
and advocate for him.”
Crowell expressed similar sentiments. “There’s such a lack of knowledge of how being undocumented is
not a situation that’s removed from
Kenyon at all; in fact, it’s more prevalent on Kenyon’s campus than it is
on most other college institutions,”
Crowell said. “That’s a conversation
that needs to be had. This is not something that doesn’t happen in Ohio.
This is very much real and … these
are people that are part of our community just as much as anybody else.

So institutional support is key.”
In accordance with the trip, Adelante’s meeting this Friday will focus
on Saavedra’s case, and organizers
hope to screen the documentary The
Infiltrators, which follows Saavedra
and fellow activist Viridiana Martinez’s purposeful arrest by U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement
(ICE) in order to infiltrate an immigrant detention facility.
The organizers also encouraged
students to continue activist work by
attending the Active Students Helping
the Earth Survive (ASHES) protest
against ICE at Morrow County Jail on
Saturday, Nov. 16 at 11 a.m.

Students to protest ICE at Morrow County Jail on Saturday

Members of ASHES have designed signs for Saturday’s protest. | BECCA FOLEY
BECCA FOLEY
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

On Saturday, Nov. 16, a group of
Kenyon students will travel to the
Morrow County Jail in Mount Gile-

ad, Ohio to protest the jail’s contract
with U.S. Immigrations and Customs
Enforcement (ICE). The trip is being
organized by the student group Active Students Helping the Earth Sur-

vive (ASHES); they hope to create a
safe and peaceful protest.
Students who were not able to join
the group of 17 students who travelled to New York City to attend the
asylum trial of Marco Saavedra ’11
will be able to show solidarity with
immigrants on a more local level at
the ASHES protest.
“We want to bring attention to this
issue as it exists in Ohio because a lot
of people just think it’s at the border and no, it’s right here, it’s in our
backyard. It’s widespread and it’s 40
minutes away,” Helen Cunningham
’21, co-chair of ASHES, said.
ASHES also considered protesting
at an ICE field office in Columbus
or at Bedford Heights City Jail near
Cleveland, but ultimately decided on
Morrow County Jail due to its proximity to Kenyon and active detention
of immigrants.
Cunningham and Graham Ball
’21, the other co-chair of ASHES, expressed two main goals for the event:
to increase student awareness of these
issues and to express solidarity for
migrants. “Our hope is to get a dedi-

cated group of people there who are
there for the right reasons and want
to show solidarity and want to learn
how to be allies,” Cunningham said.
“Ideally, we would get Morrow
County to reconsider their contract
with ICE, but that’s kind of a big goal
and would require sustained action
beyond this protest,” Ball added.
Over 45 people have already signed
up to attend the protest, and more
may show up on the day of the event.
“I think the biggest thing we want to
do is give Kenyon students an opportunity to get off the Hill and show
solidarity with people that, at the
moment, can’t speak for themselves,”
Cunningham said.
In the future, ASHES hopes to
collaborate with other immigrants’
rights groups on campus like Sin
Fronteras and Adelante, who are involved in the same type of activism
that they hope to support.
Those interested in attending the
protest at the Morrow County Jail
on Saturday should attend a mandatory meeting at 10:15 p.m. tonight in
Peirce Lounge.
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Panel discusses LGBTQ+ Planning begins for long-term
inclusion in Greek life
study on College residential life
COURTNEY FELLE
STAFF WRITER

On Sunday, Nov. 10, Greek Council and Unity House co-sponsored a
panel on LGBTQ+ identities in Greek
life. Moderators structured the panel as
a Q&A, answering questions submitted via an anonymous Google form and
those posed by attendees during the
event. Panelists represented a variety of
Greek organizations: Alpha Delta Phi,
Delta Tau Delta, Epsilon Delta Mu, Phi
Kappa Tau, Theta Delta Phi and the Archon Society.
Sophia Castaldo ’20, President of
Greek Council, and Micah Fisher ’21,
a Unity House manager and Gender
and Sexuality Chair of Alpha Delta Phi,
planned the event prior to the current recruitment season.
“As a Greek Council, we’re always
trying to think of ways to improve our
recruitment process and work to make
sure that everyone feels invited and welcome,” Castaldo said. “We were hoping
that more first years or potential new
members were going to come.”
Instead, many of the attendees were
already members of Greek life, particularly from the organizations represented
on the panel.
“It became obvious that we can all do
better, and we should all work together
to improve our organizations,” said Cat
Smith ’20, a panelist and member of
Epsilon Delta Mu. “I hope that we have
more conversations in the future and
that more people come.”
Most questions centered around gen-

der identity and nonconformity in Greek
life, which has historically relied on gendered spaces. Panelists expressed that
although their organizations want to become more gender-inclusive, they worry
that national policies and traditional recruitment procedures may hinder this
goal.
“One of the crucial moments for me
was seeing different organizations who
are producing this narrative of, ‘It’s never
come up, but we would handle it well if it
did,’” said Henry Biedron ’21, Vice President of Greek Council and Risk Management Chair of Phi Kappa Tau. “I was reminded that maybe one of the reasons it
doesn’t come up as much is because it’s
not something organizations are actively
advertising or thinking about. We need
to be proactive in reaching out to marginalized groups.”
Several panelists also expressed a desire to more explicitly include diversity
and inclusion within their organizations’
recruitment materials. “We need to do
a better job of doing outreach to ensure
that the larger Kenyon community understands that we are a welcoming and
accepting environment,” Smith said.
Greek Council hopes to host another
similar event later this semester or early
next semester.
“The more you talk about it, the more
you make people aware of it, the more
people will care and come,” Biedron said.
“It’s admittedly a complicated issue, and
I think we should be doing more work
than we are to take it on. This is a good
first step in that direction.”

College searches for new
Maintenance Director
GRANT HOLT
STAFF WRITER

Early this semester, Maintenance
Director Steve Arnett left his position
for personal reasons. Since then, Kenyon has been in the process of searching
for a replacement. The College has not
named an interim director in his place,
as they appear to be waiting to complete
their search to fill the position.
A committee has been tasked with
finding qualified candidates to fill the
open position. So far, a pool of seven
possible candidates have been interviewed via Skype for the position.
“We’ll narrow it down to the top

two or three [through the Skype interviews],” Chief Business Officer Mark
Kohlman said. “Then we’ll invite them
here for on-campus interviews. We’ll
hopefully make a decision and offer
the job to somebody by the end of the
semester.” The timing would hopefully have a new director in place for the
spring 2020 semester as future campus
construction projects begin.
All potential candidates are currently employed, so the chosen candidate
will not be able to take up the post until
they have given notice to their current
employer. Kohlman hopes to have Arnett’s replacement join his staff as soon
as possible.

BEN BRUMLEY
STAFF WRITER

After receiving permission from the Board
of Trustees, the College has begun planning an
extensive study on campus housing. The study
will assess the condition of facilities, use input
from the campus community to open discussions about residential life and analyze the social climate of residential life.
“We did an external review of the Office of
Residential Life in the spring where two folks
came in from other similar colleges and submitted a report that focused on the structure of
the office,” said Vice President for Student Affairs Meredith Bonham ’92. “That was the first
step in creating a housing study.”
Bonham stressed the need to give attention
to the campus’s residence halls. However, she
admitted that there are current projects that
have prevented them from devoting more focus.
“We have to get through the West Quad
project in particular before we can get started
on the residence halls,” Bonham said. “We want
to do a lot of planning so that it’s not just about
renovating them but also considering programmatic issues and making sure that we are
thinking futuristically about needs in the years

ahead.”
Bonham also said that, in addition to the
obstacles presented by current projects, the expenses and practicality of such a large project
would make it an ambitious effort. The study
itself is still in an early stage, as the College begins searching for a firm to conduct it.
One of the major concerns that members of
the administration discussed was the issue of
providing adequate housing for students during these potential renovations.
“We will have to actually build new residence halls in order to do renovations,” President Sean Decatur said. “Right now we are at
capacity with beds around campus. If we were
to do something like renovate one of the dorms
or take down the New Apartments, all of which
I think would be desirable in some way, [there
would be] no place to actually put the people.”
It is expected to be multiple years before any
changes are enacted.
“This is a big project.” Decatur said. “I imagine it’s going to stretch [from] at least a year and
a half to two years.”
The administration plans to release more details about the project once it has advanced beyond the preliminary stages.

Center for Balanced Living trains
College, local health providers

ELLIE KLEE
NEWS EDITOR

The top floor of the Cox Health and Counseling Center was closed Wednesday morning, as
counseling staff headed to the Wright Center for
a three-hour training session on how to handle
cases of disordered eating.
Employees from the Center for Balanced Living, an eating disorder treatment facility, provided the training, entitled “Introduction to
Specialized Eating Disorder Care: Practical Neurobiology and Beyond.”
The training comes in the wake of revelations
from last semester’s Healthy Minds survey. According to survey respondents, more Kenyon
students show signs of disordered eating than
the national college average. Thirty-six percent
of survey respondents at Kenyon had positive
CCAPS-34 screen results, which indicates an
“elevated level of eating concerns.” Eight percent
showed a mild level of eating concerns, and six
percent reported a past diagnosis of disordered
eating. Nationally, 34 percent of Healthy Minds
respondents showed an elevated level of eating
concerns, seven percent showed a mild level and
four percent reported a previous diagnosis.
Director of Health and Counseling Chris
Smith said that the training session has been in
the works since June, when he began communicating with the Center for Balanced Living.

Smith wanted to ensure that students could get
help for disordered eating on campus as well as
in Columbus, where the Center for Balanced Living is located.
“What we’re trying to do is help our staff and
some of our community partners understand the
basics of disordered eating, including assessment
[and] what’s currently needed for treatment,”
Smith said. “And in the case that a location like
Kenyon can’t provide that, what’s the most direct
route to get them referred to a treatment facility?”
The entire staff of the Counseling Center attended the training session, as well as the majority of Health Center nurses, all athletic trainers,
Strength and Conditioning Coach Brett Worsham and Lifetime Fitness Coordinator Emily
Heithaus.
Smith also invited local health organizations
to attend the training. “Since we know that this is
a shortage in Knox County, for us to bring something here for just our staff is kind of short-sighted,” he said.
Smith hopes that the training will better equip
his staff and Knox County health professionals
to help people who suffer from eating disorders.
Those seeking more specialized care can schedule an appointment at the Center for Balanced
Living, or receive more immediate help by calling Campus Safety at 740-427-5555 and asking to
be connected to ProtoCall.
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Student presentation explores history of Judaism at Kenyon
TOMMY JOHNSON
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

On Feb. 27, 1949, Old Kenyon burned
down, killing nine students, four of
whom were Jewish. The first image in
the slideshow of the “Finding Jewish
at Kenyon” presentation last Thursday,
Nov 11, showed the building in flames.
“I’m not here to suggest in anyway
that this was an act of anti-Semitism
or anything like that,” Nate Gordon ’20
said. “However, this photo is indicative
of Jews’ social relations or social status
on campus in the 40s and 50s.”
Gordon pointed out that the hardest
part of Old Kenyon to escape from was
the middle—as staircases are located
on the wings—and the middle of Old
Kenyon housed the “Middle Kenyon
Association,” an alternative to Greek
life that many Jewish students opted
to join, not because they were excluded
from fraternities but because they did
not feel invited.
“This brings us to our first research
finding: isolated, not oppressed,” Gordon said.
Gordon and Sigal Felber ’21 stood
before a nearly packed Community
Foundation Theater. Sitting before
them was a crowd of over 50 that was
mostly students but also included professors, administrators, staff, alumni
and Gambier community members.

The title slide of their presentation featured not so much of a presentation title
as a statement of incredulity: “Jews? At
Kenyon.” After Gordon and Felber carried the room through their captivating corpus of research, the final slide
declared, more definitively, “Jews. At
Kenyon.”
In “Finding Jewish at Kenyon,” Gordon and Felber presented research
spanning seven decades. Through interviews with alumni, key figures and
current students, their research told
the story of Jewish student life at Kenyon from the “Middle Kenyon Association” in the center of Old Kenyon,
to worshipping in the basement of the
Church of the Holy Spirit, all the way to
the crowded Shabbat dinners at today’s
Rothenberg Hillel House.
Gordon and Felber have been working on the project since February 2018.
Over the summers and semesters that
have followed, they have interviewed
alumni and key figures in Jewish spiritual life on campus spanning seven decades. Now that they have completed
the project, they are hoping to make
their interviews and written work accessible to the broader public.
Their work will be shared with the
Kenyon archives, the Knox County
Jewish Cemetery Society and the Jewish
Historical Society of Columbus.

They emphasized that a key finding
in their research was the importance of
people and places: leaders and physical
spaces that served as linchpins in the
creation of a Jewish spiritual community on campus.
“Once you have someone or something that seems like it’s going to be
there for a while, that’s definitely a huge
critical element of building a community,” Felber said.
Gordon agreed, citing the importance of figures within and outside of
the Jewish community, including Don
Rogan, a former Kenyon professor and
Episcopal chaplain.
“The outreach by certain individuals
outside of the minority group is critical
for making minority students feel like
they have a place on this campus,” Gordon said.
Both Gordon and Felber said that the
presence of strong leaders, committed
allies and a physical space are common
to any group’s search for their own space
on a small liberal arts college campus.
They also emphasized that the hard
work of Jewish activists, culminating in
such a vibrant campus life today, should
not be taken for granted.
“A lot of the people that we interviewed had an activist bent with their
work,” Felber said. “They felt a sense of
obligation to bring the Jewish commu-

nity to life here. It’s hard work for sure.”
One thing Felber emphasized was
that the quality of research she and
Gordon produced could be attributed to
their passion for the project. “It wasn’t
anything we were told to do,” she said.
“We volunteered ourselves.”
In this vein, Gordon ended the presentation by making a plea to the crowd:
“I’m mostly saying this because I don’t
know when else I’ll have an audience
that cares about the Jewish community or as many people listening to me
talk about it,” Gordon said. “I’d like to
suggest that there’s tremendous potential for more academic opportunities to
study Judaism and Hebrew at Kenyon.”
In addition to advocating for Judaic studies, Gordon and Felber felt that
there was more work to do in terms of
documenting history. While there is a
wide breadth to their project, they said
the Q&A session revealed possible future avenues for research by digging
into more particular questions that
they were unable to answer. They emphasized that anyone who hopes to continue or add to the project should reach
out to them.
“Anyone if you’re out there and you
have some interest in this topic, step
forward. I think that would make it
grow in the best way it could,” Felber
said.

Rev. Katharine Jefferts Schori
College discusses payment
speaks about women in leadership for safety officers at events
RONAN ELLIOTT
NEWS EDITOR

On Nov. 11, Rev. Katharine Jefferts Schori of the United States
Episcopal Church spoke in front
of an audience of students and faculty. The event, which was the latest
in the year-long Women at Kenyon
celebration, took place in the Gund
Gallery Community Foundation
theater. Following an introduction
by Priest-in-charge of Harcourt
Parish and College Chaplain Rachel Kessler ’04, Jefferts Schori took
the stage to deliver a speech about
women, power, and the fight to be
recognized.
Jefferts Schori had particular
insight into the struggles women in
positions of power face: when she
was elected as Presiding Bishop of
the Episcopal Church in 2006, she
was the first woman ever to serve
as primate in the worldwide Episcopal communion. During her
tenure, she shepherded the Episcopal church through a number
of changes, one of which was the
acceptance of LGBTQ+ members
into the church. Prior to her time
as bishop, Jefferts Schori taught
subjects such as fishery, religious
studies and philosophy at Oregon
State University, where she holds a
Ph.D. in oceanography.
Jefferts Schori’s talk covered
a range of subjects, but focused
heavily on women’s leadership.
She discussed the role women
had played in history and Biblical

scripture; the difficulties women
face in the modern era as they
fight for positions of respect; and
the importance of female leadership in our conflicted modern
era. She frequently referenced the
idea of peaceful protest, and finding innovative ways to encourage
change. One example she gave was
of a group of women who, infuriated by an oil company’s pollution
of the Niger Delta, stood in front
of the corporate headquarters and
removed their blouses. In the face
of this, the oil company was compelled to negotiate.
“It’s easier to be creative when
you don’t sit in the midst of the
status quo,” Jefferts Schori said.
“Without access to traditional seats
of power, women and marginalized people have had to be creative.
Creativity asserts that transformation is always possible, even if we
haven’t yet figured out how.”
In the Q&A that followed
the speech, one student, Sophie
Mortensen ’20, wondered whether
Jefferts Schori would advise someone to follow in her footsteps.
“What advice would you be able
to give to someone—say, a young
college student—who is discerning
a vocation in religious leadership?”
Mortensen asked.
“Keep discerning,” Jefferts
Schori said. “[Religious leadership
is] a place where you can be in a
relationship with people in a way
you can’t always in a more secular
workplace. It’s a place where you

can hold up those ancient dreams
and point to where we can make a
difference.”
Isak Davis ’20 brought up the
idea of “cancel culture” in modern
discourse, particularly at Kenyon.
“Canceling” is the practice of ostracizing or shaming someone whose
views or action are deemed offensive. Davis wondered if Jefferts Schori had any insight into the subject
through her experience as bishop.
Jefferts
Schori
acknowledged that the Episcopal Church
had faced similar problems. She
blamed at least part of the issue on
the anonymity provided by technology.
“The nastiness in the Anglican
communion 10, 15 years ago started on the internet, when people
could blindly put out information
that was untrue,” Jefferts Schori
said. “Perhaps [that’s] why I continue to say that face-to-face [communication] is really important ... Face
to face, we have to see a human being. In the Abrahamic tradition, it’s
the image of God in our neighbor.”
The discussion’s end was met
with a round of applause. As students and faculty filed out of the
theater, several audience members
expressed gratitude that Jefferts
Schori had chosen to visit Kenyon.
“It was a lovely event. It gives so
much hope,” Davis said. “Reverend
Jefferts [Schori] exudes hope and
goodness. I haven’t felt that for such
a long time about someone coming
to campus.”

BEN NUTTER
PHOTO EDITOR

When word spread of Marc
Lamont Hill, a Palestinian human rights advocate, coming to
campus a month ago, Kenyon
Students for Israel (KSFI), expressed concerns about Hill’s
controversial speech at the United Nations for the International
Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian people in the fall of 2018.
Their concerns, conveyed in an
all-student email, prompted a series of heated conversations, in
person and online, between KSFI
and Kenyon Students for Justice
in Palestine (KSJP).
Due to the tension between
KSFI and KSJP, the Kenyon Concerns Coalition (KCC), which
deals with issues that require
quick deliberative action, expressed a desire to have someone
from Campus Safety present at
the event. With the approval of
KSJP and Hill, and, after asking
KSFI about a potential protest,
an officer was sent to oversee the
event.
After Hill left campus, the
question of who would pay for
the extra security remained. The
College will now draft a policy to
decide how security officers will
be paid for their requested presence at any campus event, which
will then be discussed at Student
Council.
“I feel like [KSJP] did not

know that [having a Safety officer at the event] was an option
until Michael Sweazey reached
out,” Student Council President
and KCC member Delaney Barker noted. “And so it’s a lot easier
to budget for those things if you
know they might be a concern.”
If additional security at events
becomes a part of the form for
Business and Finance Committee
(BFC) funding, then the BFC will
be the ones to deliberate whether
that security is necessary. Barker
does not feel this will be an unduly limiting factor.
“I can’t imagine a member
of the BFC saying, ‘that’s not a
good enough reason,’ because at
the end of the day it’s about safety, and about perceived safety as
well,” she said.
The criteria has yet to be determined for when Safety officers attend events, and whether
or not the hosts of said events
will absorb the cost of security.
“[We are] just trying to be
more proactive and more intentional about how we prepare for
any potentially divisive event on
campus,” Meredith Bonham ’92,
vice president of student affairs,
said.
Ref lecting on what it might
mean to have security at an
event, President Sean Decatur
expressed concerns about the
conf lation of “rigorous and challenging dialogue with safety
threats.”
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Update to mulligan policy prevents drastic underenrollment
LINNEA MUMMA
STAFF WRITER

At the Student Council meeting
on Nov. 4, Bradley Berklich ’22, the
Council’s vice president of academic
affairs, announced that the administration will implement a change to
the withdraw late (WL) procedure,
colloquially known as the mulligan.
The mulligan, which can only
be used once in a Kenyon student’s
academic career, allows a student to
withdraw from a class up to a week
prior to exams, with the letters “WL”

appearing on their transcript in lieu
of an actual grade. Going forward,
students are no longer allowed to
withdraw late from a course if it
would place them below 1.5 units of
credit, or three standard courses, for
that semester.
Ideally, the mulligan is geared towards helping first-year and sophomore students get back on track.
“The purpose of the mulligan
is mainly to help out freshmen and
sophomores who goof up or aren’t
prepared for what they’ve entered

into, or just make a couple of mistakes,” Berklich said.
Before this decision, there were
concerns that seniors would use the
mulligan to lighten their course load,
particularly during their second semester. The minimum enrollment
for seniors is 1.5 units, provided a student has at least 3.5 units for the year
and 16.00 units for their Kenyon career. From there, it was possible to use
the mulligan, which would result in
a new minimum of one unit, or two
classes, as opposed to the typical four.

This has been an ongoing debate
for a number of years. Jack Stubbs ’17
wrote in the Oct. 2, 2014 issue of the
Collegian that “according to the registrar, mulligan use by students has recently been on the rise.” He explained
that “in the 2010-2011 academic year,
149 students used the mulligan across
the four class years. [In the 2013-14
academic] year, 165 students took advantage of this option.”
However, despite Berklich’s concerns, Stubbs’ article also notes that
seniors withdrawing late for any rea-

son, regardless of intention, is rare.
According to Stubbs’ article, as of
2014, “60 percent of the students use
the WL option during their first two
years at Kenyon, while only 15 percent use the WL option during their
senior year.”
Despite these statistics, Berklich
remains wary of those who would
take undue advantage of this rule.
“The mulligan is not in place to let
the seniors have the easiest second
semester they could possibly have,”
Berklich said.

ON THE RECORD
T.C. BOYLE
AUTHOR
EVEY WEISBLAT
SENIOR NEWS EDITOR

Thomas Coraghessan Boyle (T.C. Boyle) is
an American novelist and short story writer. He
is the author of eight short story collections and
20 novels, which include World’s End (1987),
The Road to Wellville (1993), The Tortilla Curtain (1995), T.C. Boyle Stories (1998), The Inner
Circle (2004), The Terranauts (2016) and Outside Looking In (2019), among others. His stories
have been published in several major American
magazines, including The Kenyon Review, The
New Yorker, Harper’s, Paris Review, Granta
and McSweeney’s. Several of his novels have
been adopted into major motion pictures, and
he has been the recipient of numerous literary
accolades, including the PEN/Faulkner Award
for best novel of the year (World’s End, 1988),
the PEN/Malamud Award for short stories
(T.C. Boyle Stories, 1999) and the Prix Médicis
Étranger for best foreign novel (The Tortilla Curtain, 1997). Until recently, he was a distinguished
professor of English at the University of Southern
California.
You often write historical fiction; one of your
books, The Inner Circle, documents Dr. Alfred Kinsey’s rise to fame in the 1940s and
50s. How did you do research for that?
Well, primarily with my wife.
That’s a joke. I went to University of Bloomington and went to the Sex Institute and so on.
Then I read two biographies of him, and that
gave me all the details.
In fact, I use the same sort of scenario in my
latest book, Outside Looking In — it’s about LSD
and the cult surrounding Timothy Leary. It has
a similar situation in which a student falls under the spell of a powerful professor, who draws
him into his world without constraints of any
kind. So, for instance, when I was a student at
the University of Iowa, I had a mentor there in
the Ph.D. department, and what he wanted me
to do was love literature and write papers. Great.
But Timothy Leary, if you were his student, he
wanted you to drop acid, so that you could have
visions. And I’m glad that I didn’t have him as
a professor.
So, I have to ask you this, seeing as you wrote
this book: Have you dropped acid before?
Oh, I’ve done every drug imaginable. I shot
heroin, I did it all. But by the time I went to grad
school, I’d been there, I’d done that already and
now I wanted to be a writer, and in order to do
that I felt I had to be relatively straight. Every-

one likes to romanticize the idea that, ‘Hey, it’s
easy to do, you can be stoned and be in the club
all night long and still produce great work.’ And
maybe some people can, but I gave all of that
up. I left New York and went to Iowa City. And
I didn’t become a saint immediately, but I had
something in life I really wanted to do.
I’ve never written a word stoned or drunk.
Ever. I don’t want to mess with it. Now, LSD is
not physically addictive, but it certainly is psychologically addictive. If you go for one thing
narrowly, what are you excluding? Of course,
that’s basically what we do as writers too — I
mean, I exclude everything for writing. I don’t
play any sports anymore. I don’t do anything;
I wouldn’t play cards or chess or anything like
that. All I want to do is be in my own mind, and
write my own books and competitively walk in
the woods by myself muttering — that’s about
it.
I have been fortunate to find out what I want
to do in life. It’s an obsession, it’s a compulsion. I
can’t not [write]. Early on I began to get an audience and the audience followed me along, and
here I am. And I’ve always been my own boss,
and done exactly what I want and expressed
myself as an artist.
When did you first start publishing books?
How many are you at now?
I’m working on my 29th and 30th. My first
book was after I graduated with my Ph.D., and
it’s a collection of short stories, all of which I
wrote while I was a grad student. And that was
in 1979; it’s called Descent of Man, and I just
published a book every year and a half after that.
Did you write fiction when you were an undergrad?
I wandered into a creative writing workshop,
and that’s how I discovered what I do. I went to
a music school to be a musician, and I flunked
my audition, cause I could play saxophone, but I
didn’t really understand the kind of music they
wanted me to play, how it felt, which was classical music. Later, I became a singer in a rock
n’ roll band, and I felt it, and that was different.
Meanwhile, I was in college; I had to declare a
major, so I declared history, which I’ve always
loved. Then I took, sophomore year, a class in
American short story and discovered Flannery
O’Conner, and John Updike and others, and I
declared a double major in history and English.
Junior year, I blundered into a creative writing
class. So this is why I am an advocate for a liberal arts education. It gives you a chance to find
out who you are and what you can do—at least

in my case it did.
Are you still teaching?
I have stepped down from my professorship
as David [Lynn] is going to do. He says that he’s
going to be retired; I prefer the term pre-dead.
I founded the undergrad writing program at
USC [University of Southern California]. I was
the first writer they ever had out of grad school,
so I went to L.A. [Los Angeles]. I built the program, and then we hired other people and then
they built a grad program on top of that, and it
was all great. But I think it was about four years
ago, I decided I didn’t want to make the twohour drive each way from Santa Barbara to L.A.
anymore: on the coast, highways, heavy traffic.
I was a road warrior, but I got tired of it. I’m always very productive anyway, and I could work
on that schedule. And I do love talking with
people who love the same thing I do, but I only
taught creative writing. I never taught a survey
course in British literature, which is what my
Ph.D. is in. They needed creative writing, and
that’s what I wanted to do and I love doing it.

COURTESY OF T.C. BOYLE

That’s kind of surprising. As an emerging
writer people are always telling me, ‘You’ll
stop copying everyone you read as soon as you
develop your own narrative voice.’ Does that
ever really happen?
No, that’s true. That is true. But, especially when you’re writing something longer, the
hardest thing, over the course of a year or more,
is to maintain the same voice and the same
rhythms and everything else. And if you read
something great, really powerful — if you read
it in three days, okay — but if you read it in two
weeks, then those rhythms and that voice can
sneak in and disrupt the narrative you’re working on. So I save the novel reading usually for
when I’m writing short stories. And when I’m
writing novels maybe I’m reading nonfiction.

write not by being in class or by reading any
textbook, but by absorbing the writers you love.
And not necessarily that you’re imitating them,
but you understand how they put it together. So
for instance, you go to a movie and it blows you
away. Then you see it again. And maybe it still
blows you away. But now you’re seeing the way
each scene is framed and how the plot is moving
forward and so on. Same thing when you read a
story ten times. The first time you’re completely swept away by the whole effect of it. But the
10th time, you’re noticing little details of how
it is structured and how it holds together, and
maybe that is absorbed into you.
We all are imitating other writers in some
way, but of course it’s in a similar process, and
you put it together in your own way with your
own experience. This is why ours is the best art.
It’s because you cooperate with the reader, and
the reader anticipates equally—the reader is directed, yes, but nonetheless, the reader is making the movie of the book in their own head. So
it’s interactive. We could both go to the movies
and see the new Martin Scorsese film coming
out. And we’d each take something different
away, and we would see different things in the
faces of the actors and so on. But it still is a limited vision of what it is: Robert De Niro looks like
Robert De Niro. But when you read, you know,
my piece that you just read about the beginning
of LSD, you don’t attach any face to it except one
that you invent while you’re reading it.

What’s your advice to emerging writers?
You develop confidence, and you learn to

This interview has been edited for length and
clarity.

Did you ever go back to British literature?
I would like to reread some of my favorite
stuff — well, with poetry sometimes I do — but
I haven’t reread the novels for the most part because I’m always writing a novel. And I think
it’s almost impossible to read a novel in a different style from what you’re writing because of the
voice leakage. I’m always afraid that if I’m influenced then a voice will leak in. When writing
stories, it doesn’t matter that much because you
write a story in two weeks and it’s over.
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Kenyon’s Badminton Club fosters competition, collaboration
TOMMY JOHNSON
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

The weather outside is a
dismal wintry mix, but the
energy on the Multi-Activity
Court (MAC) in the Kenyon
Athletic Center is anything
but gloomy. Beyond the few
people playing pickup basketball, two students are engaged in an intense competition: f lailing their arms and
legs about to use their oddly
long racquet to strike a small
ball with feathers attached to
it. Enter the Kenyon College
Badminton Club.
Xingyue Liu ’21 and Peter
Fornell ’22 (the co-founders
of the Badminton Club, along
with Sage Bornstein ’20) are
tied up at 19 points apiece.
They are playing to 21, but the
winner must win by two. Volleying the birdie, the ‘highdrag projectile’ used in badminton that is also referred
to as a shuttlecock, they dart
back and forth inside the
small playing area demarcated by grey lines on the MAC
court.
Although the court and net
are similar to other racquet
sports like tennis or pickleball, badminton is distinctly
different. The obvious main
difference is the birdie: The
birdie is considered ‘highdrag’ because when it is hit,
it loses a large amount of momentum as it travels due to
its feathers. Fornell and Liu
each swat at the birdie with

tremendous effort, but by the
time the other has the chance
to return it over the net, it
has nearly come to a complete
stop.
Liu and Fornell play
matches against each other
every Tuesday and Thursday.
They say that since the club
was formed, they have both
improved significantly.
“Last year we couldn’t really play with Sage because he
was so good,” Liu said, “and
this year Peter beat Sage so
he’s number one.”
The duo listed several reasons for starting the club. Liu
mentioned that in interacting with prospective students,
she has heard a lot of interest
in badminton. In addition,
the College already has two
courts and all the equipment
necessary to play.
When Liu approached
Grant Wallace, head golf
coach and director of club
sports, he mentioned that
Denison University’s own
badminton club had reached
out, interested in having a
match. Fornell and Liu hope
that the club will grow enough
to one day hold matches
against other schools.
“If we have more people
who are interested and can
play well, maybe we can have
[a match] with Denison,” Liu
said.
In addition to playing the
sport, Fornell and Liu often discuss and analyze the
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Xingyue Liu ’21 and Peter Fornell ’22 face off in a heated match on the MAC Court. | DANNIE LANE

strategy involved in badminton. While Fornell said that
people who have played other
racquet sports will be familiar with the mechanics of the
sport, the birdie makes the
game much more strategic
than tennis or squash.
“Badminton is a really interesting sport because I
could be beaten by a 6-yearold or an 80-year-old … It’s so
much about finesse and also

strategy, outsmarting your
opponent,” Fornell said.
In the match at hand, it was
the sophomore Fornell who
beat the junior Liu, 22 to 20.
As for the current rankings, Liu humbly said that
Fornell was the best, Bornstein was second, and she currently occupied third. Given
where Fornell says he was a
few months ago, all it took
was a couple weeks of con-

sistent effort for the aspiring
badminton player to shake up
the leaderboard at the MAC.
The Badminton Club meets
every Tuesday and Thursday
from 2:40 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
and on Fridays from 5 p.m. to
7 p.m. While the Tuesday and
Thursday meetings are primarily match play for more
experienced players, the Friday meetings are open to all
levels.

Senior Class Total:

Junior Class Total:

Sophomore Class Total:

First -Year Class Total:

13

14

10

10

Answer

Annie Blackman ’20

Eden Stephey ’21

George Rukan ’22

Milo Levine ’23

What is the name of one of the
two airports located in Mount
Vernon?

Wynkoop Airport or
Knox County Airport

Brandon Bird Air Station

Johnny Appleseed airport

Mount Vernon Airport

Kenyon international
airport

What is the name of Gambier’s
new Mayor-elect?

Leeman Kessler

Leeman Kessler

Mayor montz

Flat Stanley

President Decatur

What is the most streamed song
on Spotify this week in the U.S.?

ROXANNE - Arizona
Zervas

Sweet Caroline

Frank ocean

Sheck Wes - Mo Bamba

Trap queen by Fetty Wap

What popular children’s cartoon is
now being made into a full-length,
major motion picture? (Hint: the
first trailer was just released.)

Scooby Doo

Scooby-Doo

Scooby-Doo

Scooby-Doo

Arthur

Weekly Scores
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Kenyon professor
starts Profcast to highlight work, academic
interests of collegues
DANTE KANTER
STAFF WRITER

How do you pronounce Neanderthal? Is it “Neanderthal,” or “Neandertal”? Professor of Anthropology
Bruce Hardy
has
the
answer:
If
you

want
to
sound like a
real paleoanthropologist, drop the ‘h.’
“Even with the ‘h’ in there, it’s
silent in German,”
Hardy said during his
appearance on the new
podcast The Kenyon Profcast. “‘Thal’ means valley.”
These are the kind of questions the Profcast’s host, Associate Professor of Spanish
Daniel Hartnett, likes to ask
to kick off his interviews—
the sorts of things someone
with no knowledge of the
interviewee’s field might
like to know. “If anything,
my ignorance about different disciplines and different fields of study can be
a bit of an asset,” Hartnett
said, “because I want to
ask the basic questions.”
The Profcast, a podcast featuring interviews
with Kenyon faculty on
their current research,
began when Hartnett
returned from his sabbatical, which he spent
considering the next
steps in his career.
Hartnett always felt
that while teaching
was a crucial part of
the lives of Kenyon
ILLUSTRATIONS BY BELLA HATKOFF

professors, there was
a lack of emphasis
on the research that
faculty take part in.
Over a plucky string
melody which he composed, Hartnett introduces each episode of the
Profcast by explaining his interest. “Whenever I’m socializing with colleagues, I inevitably
ask them questions about the
fascinating research that they
do,” Hartnett said. “I thought
other people might be interested in our conversations too.”
The professors that Hartnett interviews come from
a wide range of departments: chemistry, sociology
and
English,
to
name a
few. The one discipline Hartnett has not
quite figured out how to
tackle is the fine arts, though
he’s working on it—he plans to visit Professor of Art Greg

Spaid’s studio in the coming weeks
and record an interview for the
current season. Much of the
interdisciplinary nature
of Hartnett’s subjects
has to do with his
broad definition
of what counts
as research
in
academia.
“I
think people see research as something that takes
place in a lab,” Hartnett
said. “What I do in my
own professional life, writing, I refer to it as research,
although I think
a lot of
folks—
maybe
in the
Sci-

ence Quad — might call it
scholarship.”
Profcast is one of a handful of podcasting projects to emerge from Ke-

nyon, with others including Kenyon
Kernels, a science podcast created by
Sara McPeek ’19, as well as Drunken
Feminism, a podcast produced by a
women and gender studies seminar
in 2015. Although Hartnett serves as
the interviewer and de-facto host of
the podcast, he credits much of the
podcast’s quality, which is recorded
at the Wright Center in Mount Vernon, to its producer, Elizabeth Iduma
’20, who helps record and edit down
Hartnett’s interviews.
Ultimately, Hartnett would like to
make students, alumni and other faculty aware of the inf luential and relevant work each faculty member adds
to their field. He hopes to represent
them as more than just teachers or
caches of information.
“I’m not sure Kenyon students
often know that the person who is
teaching them about x, y, z is one of
the people defining what x, y and z
are at this moment,” Hartnett said.
“They think of them as someone just
passing on
knowledge
that’s created elsewhere — a lot of it’s
created here!”
To begin listening,
the podcast is available on Spotify
and Apple Podcasts under the
title
Kenyon
College Profcast.
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Set in a decrepit house in the rural parts of Florida, the characters in the play are not those stereotypically depicted as living in the rural South. | ANNMARIE MORRISON

Bottle Fly tells essential story about class, identity and family
FREDRIKE GIRON-GIESSEN
STAFF WRITER

Mackenna Goodrich’s ’20
senior thesis show “Bottle Fly”
had somehow already begun
before the lights came on: Olivia Marr ’20, who played K,
lay discreetly in the cot center
stage, twisting in her light wool
blanket. This was certainly the
calm before the storm and the
last time the stage would be
free of tension.
Once the play commenced,
the simple, wooden, rodeoesque set came to life with
Rosie—played
by
Claire
McPartland ’20—swatting at
bees as she sprinted on stage.
Then, one-by-one, the members of the household are introduced: Rosie, who had rescued K and adopted her into

the family; her partner Cal
(Edward Moreta Jr. ’22); Ruth
(Katherine Reber ’21); and
Ruth’s beekeeper girlfriend
Penny (Emily Blanquera ’20).
On the surface, “Bottle Fly”
is a play centered around conf lict within a family in a decrepit house in the South. The
main source of tension comes
from the relationship between
Rosie and Ruth. Throughout,
Rosie constantly guilts Ruth
over the seemingly minor inconveniences that she causes
while living in her house.
The many implications concerning intersectionality ultimately create a thought-provoking melting pot of a story.
Goodrich comments that while
this show includes a narrative
about people below the pover-

ty line, “it’s also an opportunity for people whose identities
aren’t normally on the Kenyon
stage to be up there. We [at Kenyon] have students of color,
LGBTQ+ students and low-income students, so it’s valuable
to share stories about people
like them as well.”
Set in modern-day Florida,
the characters are not those
stereotypically depicted as
living in the rural South. In
an interview with Deb Miller
from DC Metro Theater Arts,
“Bottle Fly” playwright Jacqueline Goldfinger said that
she wanted to “bring a different story to the Deep South.”
Not only is this representation
important for the sake of society, but, on a smaller scale, it is
essential for Kenyon students

to witness. Lighting Design
Assistant Zola Gray ’23 said
that “part of the author’s intention was to show dynamics
as they exist in the Everglades
in Florida today, a rural experience that most Kenyon students have not been exposed
to. In that regard, I think it
was important for Kenyon students to see.”
The diverse audience that
came to the Saturday night
showing was coincidentally similar to the dynamic of
generations in “Bottle Fly.”
According to Goodrich, “the
second night of the show, the
audience was actually about
half Kenyon students and half
people 40 and over.” This play
is about the intermingling of
those from vastly different

ages, and middle-aged or older
characters having to negotiate
with those of younger generations.
The play’s impassioned
direction comes from Goodrich’s personal connection
to the content of “Bottle Fly.”
“It was really special doing
my thesis with Claire and Olivia because they’re two of my
best friends and greatest collaborators,” Goodrich said. “I
really connect with this play
as a person, especially with
the character Penny, so it was
exciting to tell a story that I
could so relate to.” With its
representation, intriguing plot
and talented actors, “Bottle
Fly” presented the audience
of the Hill Theater with a new
perspective.

Left: Edward Moreta Jr. ’ 22, left, as Cal and Emily Blanquera ’ 20 as Penny. Right: Olivia Marr ’20, left as K, and Claire McPartland ’20, right, as Rosie. | ANNMARIE MORRISON
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Local Mount Vernon band, Columbiana, makes Horn debut
SAM BRODSKY
ARTS EDITOR

While waiting outside the Horn
Gallery practice room last Friday
night, one could hear the murmur of
nervous voices and the strumming
of an electric guitar. Inside the room
stood four college-aged men in f loral
shirts and beanies practicing a song.
Most passersby might have mistaken
them for Kenyon students practicing
or just another band visiting the Horn
for the night, but they were actually
Columbiana, a band made up of four
local Mount Vernon Nazarene University (MVNU) students.
“We’re pretty nervous,” Joshua
Long admitted before their show began. They were about to open for New
York City band Free Basement at the
Horn, the first show for Columbiana in
a formal venue. A senior at MVNU—
or “the Naz,” as it’s known colloquially—Long plays the lead guitar, cowrites songs and sings lead vocals for
Columbiana.
Despite all of its members attending MVNU, the band actually got their
start at Kenyon. “We only got together
three months ago,” Long said. Long
and Carsen Pirnstill, who co-writes,
sings backup vocals and plays rhythm
guitar for the band, were visiting a
North Campus Apartment (NCA)
hosting live music by Mile$ (Miles
Shebar ’20) and Hoolian (Julian Shaw
’20). They were both struck by the
amount of support and the inviting
atmosphere coming from the house
show.
“We went to [the] NCA, and we were
like, ‘Dude! We can play one of these!’”
Long said. “So at first it was me and
Carson, because we've been playing
music together for like two years. And
then we played at [the NCA]. And now
everyone comes up to us and they [are]
like, 'you're the Naz band!’”
Even after their show at the NCA,
Long and Pirnstill didn’t feel as
though they were a real band yet. It
wasn’t until, at a different Horn show
a few weeks ago, they were approached
by Dora Segall ’20, the Horn manager, that they realized they could start
something together.

Drummer Jared Wolfert, vocalist Joshua Long and rhythm guitarist Carsen Pirnstill. | COURTESY OF CARSEN PIRNSTILL

“[Carsen and I] were at the Neighbor Lady show at the Horn, and Dora
Segall came up to us and was like 'oh
are you guys the band from Mount
Vernon?’ and we kind of frantically
looked at each other, and I was just
like ‘Yeah!’ So then we started a band,"
Long said.
“We weren’t officially a band until
that moment,” added Pirnstill.
Since then, the band has been practicing consistently and have added a
drummer, Jared Wolfert, and a bassist,
Lock Troth. They played at the PEEPS
Halloween party and a few other intimate shows, but the Horn show was by
far their biggest gig yet.
The four got to know each other as
art and graphic design majors. “We
spent a lot of time in the same art
building, and just got to know each

other through talking. We figured,
we all played music so why not start a
band,” Long said.
Although the four of them met at
MVNU, they all hail from different
parts of Ohio. Columbiana, in fact, is
the name of Long’s hometown in Mahoning County. Wolfert, the drummer, is from Cleveland and Pirnstill is
from the Columbus area.
The band said they were pleasantly
surprised by Kenyon students’ general attitudes towards MVNU students.
"There's a lot of preconceived notions
that the Naz kids have about Kenyon,”
Long said. “And that [notion] is that
they all think that they're way better
than us, the Naz kids. And I guess that
was my interpretation coming here, so
I'm like, ‘okay, I gotta put on my favorite outfit, and talk really cool.’ But

the more and more we started coming
here, people are a lot nicer. It's really
open."
"As outsiders,” Pirnstill said, “we're
able to implement ourselves into all
these different groups, and all these
different friends, which I think is super nice."
The show itself was fantastic, not
only because Columbiana sounded
great, but because the audience was
made up of MVNU students as well
as Kenyon students. Together, they
swayed to Columbiana’s jangley sound
and mingled outside over cigarettes.
“We're right here. But we never
meet,” he said about the two schools.
He paused for a moment, looking for
an explanation. “Maybe it's because
everyone at Kenyon is from New York
and can't drive."

T.C. Boyle caps off Literary Festival with burritos and death
Hosted by The Kenyon Review, this year's festival concluded with a reading by the prosaist.
MIKAYLA CONNOLLY
STAFF WRITER

On Nov. 8, T.C Boyle took
to the podium in Brandi Recital Hall to read for the Denham Sutcliffe Memorial Lecture. The room was so full
that some audience members
had to sit on the stairs or the
f loor. Boyle’s keynote and
reading were the ending for
The Kenyon Review’s annual
Literary Festival.
The
Literary
Festival,
which ran from Nov. 4 to Nov.
8, is a multi-day celebration of
literature. It features readings
as well as workshops and presentations by local, national
and international authors for

the residents of Gambier.
After an introduction by
Kenyon Review Editor David
Lynn ’76, Boyle read two of his
short stories for the audience
at Brandi Hall. The first one,
“The Five-Pound Burrito,” is
based off of the obituary of
a man whose legacy was, indeed, a five-pound burrito.
Boyle’s second story, “Chicxulub,” was published in The
New Yorker in 2004 and tells
the shocking story of a narrator whose daughter has been
struck by a car. When asked
about his inspirations for the
story, Boyle mentioned his
own daughter and the most
emotional event that could

happen to her and his family.
After his reading, Boyle answered a few audience questions and held a book signing.
The Kenyon Review has
held the Literary Festival for
13 years, according to Tory
Weber, associate director of
programs and fellowships
at the Review. Planning for
the festival typically begins
around May each year, and
as many as 50 people are involved with putting the event
together. The keynote speaker is chosen by Lynn and his
trusted colleagues as well as
the Kenyon Review Board of
Trustees. The Review tries to
balance out the genres and

styles of the writers they bring
in. This year they focused on
finding a prose writer, as last
year’s festival featured poet
Rita Dove.
Some of the Literary Festival’s programs this year included creative writing workshops from Kenyon professors
and writers like Molly McCully Brown, Keija Parissinen, Ira Sukgrunguang, Misha
Rai, as well as readings and
presentations from poets like
Ruth Awad and Orchid Tierney.
Additionally, there were
discussions and workshops
based on Boyle’s collection
of stories, The Relive Box,

held at Mount Vernon’s public library, Paragraphs Bookstore and Mount Vernon High
School.
For Weber, her hopes for
the Literary Festival are the
same each year. “I hope that
people take this opportunity
to engage with an author’s
work, to see that author in
person and hear them talk
about their process and perspective … gleaning some
wisdom from the authors we
bring in,” she said. “At the
end of the day, the hope for
this is to get people reading,
and reading something they
otherwise wouldn’t have had
on their radar.”
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Pop the bubble: why voting in Gambier
Political change
helps students engage with the community
is a long-term
commitment
BEN NUTTER
PHOTO EDITOR

This week’s opinions pages feature two
stories debating student political activity in
Gambier. During election season, stories and
commentary on voting, its merits and where
and why you should vote seem to spring up
like weeds. These debates, while important,
should not be limited to the first Tuesday of
November. Politics isn’t seasonal; local issues
can have national and sometimes global ramifications.
Over the past few weeks and indeed over
the past semester, Kenyon students have demonstrated that politics, from the exceedingly
local to the existentially global, matters.
Take September: Students and faculty not
only led teach-ins, gatherings and demonstrations as part of the nationwide climate strike,
but students also demanded that their voices
be heard when it comes to the important local and political issue of on-campus mental
healthcare. Administrative policies form out
of campus politics. Our administrators enact
policies that affect our lives. Therefore, making our voices heard matters.
But we have not stopped there. Just this past
week, 17 students travelled to New York City
in support of Marco Saavedra ’11, a passionate
alumnus who demonstrates that fighting for
justice only grows more important once you
leave the Hill. Their activism was only possible because of the groundwork other alumni
have laid. Marco’s ongoing battle for asylum
in the United States has only just begun and
students should continue to stand in solidarity with him.
The battle for migrant justice affects Kenyon, not just in New York but in our backyard.
Active Students Helping the Earth Survive
(ASHES) will poignantly demonstrate that this
weekend when they protest the Morrow County Jail’s contract with U.S. Immigrations and
Customs Enforcement. During our four years
here, we are not only students at Kenyon and
citizens of Gambier, but Ohio residents who
have a role to play in shaping Ohio’s policies.
In addition to Saavedra, other Kenyon
alumni across the country also demonstrate
the importance of political engagement: Congresswoman Lizzie Fletcher ’97 fought her way
onto Capitol Hill a year ago, and last week a
Kenyon alumnus was elected mayor of Gambier — so much for Kenyon needing to stay out
of local politics. Kenyon graduates are young
leaders, looking to shape the future that we
will all have to live in.
Politics, whether administrative policy,
local legislation, national injustice or global crisis, affects everyone. And fighting for
what’s right pays off. The 50th anniversaries
of coeducation and of the Black Student Union
demonstrate that it takes hard work to make a
home for yourself. The “Finding Jewish at Kenyon” presentation last Thursday hit this message home by demonstrating that having spiritual life and a worship space on a historically
Christian campus is not a given—you have to
fight for it.
Kenyon students should continue to fight to
make our campus and our world a better place.
The staff editorial is written weekly by editors-in-chief Becca Foley ’20 and Adam Schwager ’20, and executive director Tommy Johnson
’20. You can contact them at foley1@kenyon.
edu, schwager1@kenyon.edu and johnson1@kenyon.edu, respectively.

Everyone should vote. Not voting
implies a privilege of neutrality, and
that these issues don’t affect someone
because they are outside the problems facing the rest of the community. On that line, everyone should
vote, but where one votes depends on
their political situation: where they
come from and who they support. I
come from a place where my political
party is the dominant one, so when I
lived there, I never spent time engaging with my city’s local politics.
I registered to vote in Ohio, a nationally crucial swing state, to give
my ballot new relevance in a less politically uniform place.
Register to vote here in Gambier
to support your political party, because Ohio is a swing state and in national elections which elect congress
members and presidents. And, if one
registers to vote in Ohio for the midterm and general elections, then they
should vote in local matters as well.
To say that we as students do not
understand the issues in our local
community because we have not
lived here our whole lives is to admit ignorance that can be solved by
learning about the candidates or initiatives. It also implies that the most
valid opinions are those of older people, which is definitely not the case.
If anything, youth should be more
involved in promoting more relevant
solutions to the problems of a world

we are growing up in.
When Kenyon is described as a
bubble, then it becomes more acceptable to act like it is a bubble—when,
in reality, we are in Gambier and
make up the majority population. We
take up political space here whether
we intend to or not; the question is
whether or not we want to be intentional about it. Students participate
in the economy by purchasing things
in town, and hold jobs vital to running the Village. We are perceived
to be separate because we cycle out
of college every four years, but other
students replace us. The decisions
made on the local Village Council
directly affect the students that are
here, because the Village Council
addresses issues from the mundane,
such as the rules surrounding tree
removal, to the more seriously impactful, such as contracting with the
Sheriff ’s department.
Many Kenyon students I talked
with worry about imposing their
opinions upon the people that live
here year round, and that to get involved in their local politics is to assume a privilege that we know better because we go to an elite school
and might come from wealthy backgrounds. This ignores the real impact that participating in local politics can have in reducing the barrier
to education and providing better
jobs. It’s not that I think my views
are more important than anyone
else’s, but that I feel confident in my

belief that schools across the United
States should be better-funded.
I voted here because I worried
that a school levy might not pass (it
did), that arts programs might lose
funding and that there would not be
enough resources given to improving the school facilities. This matters to me whether I’m in my home
city or in Gambier. The quality of
the school doesn’t affect every local
either, if they are old or don’t have
children. Voting is about what you
hold to be important, and many local
issues we vote on are national issues
part of a larger debate.
We may be relatively new to Gambier as students, but that doesn’t
mean we can’t educate ourselves
on what troubles the community is
dealing with.
When one goes to the Community Center to vote, they affirm what
it means to be a part of this community. What are the issues that are being voted on? What information can
I find on these candidates or issues?
The act of voting itself becomes a
way of breaking down the barrier
between Kenyon and the community, and promotes interaction with
the relevant topics in Ohio politics.
Everyone has a stake in this community and our nation. Vote and join
the conversation.
Ben Nutter ’21 is a religious studies major from Los Angeles, Calif.
You can contact him at nutter1@kenyon.edu.

The opinions page is a space
for members of the community to discuss issues relevant to
the campus and the world at
large. The opinions expressed
on this page belong only to
the writers. Columns and letters to the editors do not ref lect the opinions of the Collegian staff. All members of
the community are welcome
to express opinions through a
letter to the editor.
The Kenyon Collegian reserves the right to edit all letters submitted for length and
clarity. The Collegian cannot
accept anonymous or pseudonymous letters. Letters must
be signed by individuals, not
organizations, and must be
200 words or fewer. Letters
must also be received no later
than the Tuesday prior to publication. The Kenyon Collegian prints as many letters as
possible each week subject to
space, interest and appropriateness. Members of the editorial board reserve the right
to reject any submission. The
views expressed in the paper
do not necessarily ref lect the
views of Kenyon College.
ALEX GILKEY
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Kenyon students should vote absentee in future elections
GENEVIEVE HARDING
CONTRIBUTOR

It’s no secret that Kenyon students are politically involved. There
are many thriving political organizations on campus, and Kenyon students are diligent in staying informed
about the issues that are facing our
country. The importance of voting is
frequently discussed on campus, as it
should be. However, Kenyon students
should not vote in Gambier elections.
Instead, they should vote absentee in
their hometowns.
There is an evident tension that exists between the conservative/Republican majority of Knox County and
the liberal/Democratic majority on
campus and in Gambier as a whole.
In last year’s midterm elections, students were active in registering their
peers to vote and also in helping get
them to the polls on Election Day. In
the days leading up to the midterms,
signs covered the two tables at the entrance of Pierce, one reading, “Turn

Knox County Blue.” I found that sign
to be particularly problematic for reasons that are still relevant this year
and will continue to remain relevant
as we enter into the highly anticipated
2020 primary election. Sentiments
like “Turn Knox County Blue” send
a divisive message that Kenyon students think there is a “problem” with
the Knox County political majority—
and that they should be the ones to
“fix” it by voting in Gambier elections.
I find the general attitude among
Kenyon students when it comes to
the conservative/Republican Knox
County majority to be, for lack of a
better term, elitist. Kenyon students
seem to think that because they are
receiving a prestigious education, they
know better than Knox County residents when it comes to local politics.
This attitude is incredibly problematic because it has roots in stereotypes
about the people who live in small rural towns and vote Republican. It also
equates level of formal education with
being educated about political and

CROSSWORD
Across
1. Hushed “Hey!”
5. “Thank you”
10. Deontologist, par
excellence
14. Beehive state
15. Venus and Mars
intermediary
16. Thought
17. Funerary fire pit
18. Going _____, Sarah Palin memoir
19. After happily,
before after
20. 41- and 58-Across,
for a romantic Broken
Legs fan
23. Where splints are
located, for many a
runner
24. What we all hope
to avoid this season
25. To snooze
28. Hunch
32. To vomit, nearly
34. Kenyon’s religious
affiliation, abbrev.
37. Rabbit wool
40. Yugoslav leader
41. Time for “mouth
sounds,” often in semester’s last weeks
44. To emigrate
45. Front-facing snap
46. ___-hard, otherwise called a poseur
47. Formal philosopher?
49. Where a race
begins
51. To pain
52. “Ahh” antecedent
55. ____-Contra affair

social issues facing the community,
which is not a direct correlation. Kenyon students seem to view the general Knox County population as “uneducated,” assuming that they have
not thought through their political
ideology and educated themselves on
issues. Of course, that is a possibility,
but uneducated voters exist along the
entire political spectrum.
Sentiments like “Turn Knox
County Blue” do not help to build
bridges of understanding and positive bipartisan relationships between
Kenyon students and the residents of
Knox County. Local elections are essential, but they are not important just
because they are the foundation of
national politics; they are important
because of their direct impact on the
people who live in the community,
and should not be viewed as simply a
pawn for achieving a desired national
outcome. Many students choose to
register to vote in Gambier in order to
have a “swing state vote” in the next
primary election, which takes the fo-

cus away from the issues facing communities like Knox County.
Kenyon is a bubble, and, as much
as we try to pop the bubble, the experience of being a student in Gambier
is not reflective of the general experiences of Knox County residents.
While Kenyon students do contribute
to the local economy and there is a
significant amount of Kenyon student
employees who pay income tax, these
contributions are cushioned by the
bubble of Kenyon. Kenyon students
don’t pay Knox County property taxes and most likely won’t end up sending their kids to Knox County public
schools.
Part of being informed about local politics is being informed about
local life and local concerns; that is
not something that Kenyon students
can do to the necessary extent. The
students who I know that voted in
Gambier struggled to be able to vote
on all issues and candidates that were
on the ballot. In small town elections
information about the issues and can-

didates is not extensive or easily accessible and knowing locals in the community is essential; not many Kenyon
students have those connections.
Local elections have local
consequences—
both good and bad
— that can extend far beyond the four
years that Kenyon students spend
here. The reality is that Kenyon students aren’t entrenched enough in
the local life to make informed political decisions for Gambier and Knox
County, especially since those decisions often don’t directly affect Kenyon students, and when they do it
is not nearly to the same extent that
local residence experience. Yes, voting in local elections is important and
Kenyon students should vote, but they
should vote in their their hometown
elections—the places where they have
firsthand experience of what being a
local resident is like.
Genevieve Harding ’22 is a religious studies major from Columbus,
Ohio. You can contact her at harding1@kenyon.edu.

Cameron Austin
Crossword Editor

58. Time for coldcaused coupling
64. Unfortunately
66. Fauna’s counterpart
67. To dole out
(thanks, perhaps)
68. Singer’s ailment,
for short
69. “Jailhouse Rock”
rocker
70. The 15th, perhaps
in March
71. Like expensive wine
72. Triads for two
73. Irishman or Welshman

current rotation
22. Belonging to us
26. Who you’ll find on
the Bolton stage
27. Ersatz
29. ln(e) and 2^0
30. To gawk
31. Notable numbers in
primary “season”
33. ___ Sigma Phi,
classics honor society
34. Home of Busch
Garden and the
Buccaneers
35. Model bacteria, to a
microbiologist
36. Parade
38. Basic boat
39. East of the Urals
Down
42. Animal companion
1. Doggos
43. Spooky
2. Eyelid infections
48. “Yikes”
3. Comedian Silverman 50. Like Antigone or
or actress Hyland
King Lear
4. Honors writing
53. Killed
project
54. Like Gambier ter5. Swiss federal city
rain, compared to
6. China and Vietnam’s much of Ohio
socialist neighbor
56. Audience-directed
7. Therefore
words
8. What Philander
57. ENGL 342: 18th“hurried homeward
Century _____
with”
59. Like a discount
9. BP and Exxon
textbook
competitor
60. The Scotia of
10. City central to
Canada
impeachment inquiry 61. Graph paper
11. Ellen G. White,
feature
notably
62. Lip
12. Like a maiden name 63. Crib for a chick
13. North Carolinian
64. CNN commentator
type of heel
Navarro
21. Like beers in
65. Hiking trail obstacle

Congrats to Toby McCabe ’21, Rory Alexander ’21 and Dani Martinez ’21 for being
the first to submit a correct solution to last week’s puzzle!
Did you finish this crossword? Email a photo of your finished crossword to crossword@kenyoncollegian.com for the chance to get a shoutout!
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Lords defense struggles in Senior Day
shootout, Merkle reaches 10,000 yards
ADAM SCHWAGER
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Though the Lords football
team’s Saturday game against
Wittenberg College was one of
their most competitive in three
decades against the D-III powerhouse, in the end they failed to
defeat the Tigers, falling 43-27.
The Lords got off to another
slow start, falling behind 20-0
after the first quarter, marking
the eighth of their nine games in
which the opponent has scored
first. However, as the second
quarter commenced, the tide began to turn.
Fresh off a nine-play 68-yardtouchdown drive to shrink the
Wittenberg lead to 20-7, the Lords
caught a break on a fumble recovery off a botched Wittenberg
punt. The Lords had the ball nine
yards away from the end zone.
However, a sack on third down

forced the Lords to set up for a
33-yard field goal attempt, on the
edge of kicker Willie Johnson’s
’23 range. In one of the bolder
play calls of this season, Lords
holder Gage Anzulavich ’22 took
the fake and tossed it downfield
to 276-pound defensive tackle
Trevor Brown ’20, who drew a
pass interference call in the end
zone that placed the ball at the
Wittenberg 2-yard line.
After three failed attempts,
the Lords were facing a 4th-andgoal from the 2-yard line. To the
visible dismay of many players
on the sideline, the Lords decided to line up for the 20-yard field
goal attempt instead of going for
the touchdown. The play backfired, with Wittenberg blocking the kick and returning it or
a touchdown. Instead of being
down by six as they would have
been had they converted a touch-

down, the Lords were down 20
after the block-and-score. They
would never have the ball in Wittenberg territory with a chance
to close the game to a one-score
lead again.
The game also marked Senior Day for the Lords. The miraculous appearance of Chase
Kirol ’20, after an apparent season-ending injury last month,
transformed the offensive line
and helped quarterback Thomas
Merkle ’20 become the second
quarterback in NCAC history—
and the first in Kenyon history—
to pass for 10,000 career yards.
On Saturday, the Lords will
play their final game of the 2019
season against the Denison University Big Red in Granville,
Ohio at 1 p.m. They will attempt
to break the Big Red’s 14-game
winning streak against the Lords,
which dates back to 2006.

Led by Schaub and Matijasich, Ladies
basketball prevails over Case Western
FRANCIS BYRNE
STAFF WRITER

The Kenyon women’s basketball
team began their season on Tuesday
night with a win against the Case
Western Reserve University Spartans
at home in Tomsich Arena. It was a
hard-fought win for the Ladies, as
they were able to overcome a late seven-point deficit. Down 39-32 at the
conclusion of the third quarter, Kenyon would go on a 15-6 run to finish out the game, which ended with
a final score of 47-45. The final mo-

ments of the contest were decisive, as
Case Western’s Alyssa Hyland missed
a potential game-winning jumper.
The Ladies were fueled by strong
performances from Ellie Schaub ’21
and Paige Matijasich ’20, who both
recorded double-doubles in the win.
Schaub led the team with a 19-point,
11-rebound performance while Matijasich was able to record 13 points
and 10 rebounds of her own. Kenyon’s
defense also played tightly when it
counted, holding the Spartan offense
to just six points and forcing three

turnovers during the final quarter.
The come-from-behind victory
marks the Ladies’ fifth straight opening-game victory and their third
straight victory against Case Western. The Ladies will continue the early portion of their schedule by participating in the York College (Pa.)
Coaches vs. Cancer Classic. On Friday night at 7:30 p.m., the Ladies will
face Catholic University of America
(D.C.), and on Saturday they will play
either York College or William Paterson University (N.J.).

Ellie Schaub ‘21 elevates the ball over two Case Western defenders as she releases her shot. Her double-double
propelled the Ladies to a come-from-behind victory at home. | COURTESY OF KENYON COLLEGE ATHLETICS

Mackenzie Bruzzio ‘20 spikes the ball over the net.
She ends her career sixth in school history for kills. |
COURTESY OF KENYON COLLEGE ATHLETICS

Impressive NCAC
run ends in loss to
two-seed Denison

JOE WINT
SPORTS ASSISTANT

The Ladies volleyball team’s impressive run in the
NCAC tournament concluded on Saturday with a loss
to Denison University. The Ladies entered the eightteam NCAC tournament as the seventh-seed and
were able to upset both the sixth-seeded College of
Wooster and the third-seeded Ohio Wesleyan University (OWU) before falling to second-seeded Denison.
In Kenyon’s first-round match against Wooster, the
Ladies went down 2-1 before coming back to advance
to the quarterfinals. The first two sets were split fairly evenly. In the third set, Wooster went on a brutal
6-0 run with three Ladies errors and two kills. With
Wooster only a set away from victory, All-NCAC second-team selection Mackenzie Bruzzio ’20 and classmate Haley Witschey ’20 led the Ladies to a 25-7 win
in the fourth set.
In the deciding fifth set, the Ladies did not disappoint. Maleah Miller ’20, an All-NCAC honorable
mention selection this season, carried the team, notching three kills and two aces while building the momentum in a 6-1 run that helped Kenyon secure a 15-8 upset in the game-clinching frame.
In the NCAC quarterfinal, the Ladies faced off
against OWU, who the Ladies lost to 3-0 in their only
regular-season matchup. OWU won the first set in a
comfortable fashion, holding Kenyon to only a .026
hitting mark and winning 25-15. However, Kenyon
didn’t panic with the Ladies winning three straight
sets to move on to face Denison in the semifinals.
The Big Red, who had earned byes in the first two
rounds of the NCAC tournament, started off strong
against a Kenyon team that had made it farther than
most expected. The Ladies built an early lead in the
first set, but Denison answered back with a 9-0 run fueled by five Kenyon errors.
The second set was competitive throughout, with
three lead changes and 10 ties. With the set tied at 24,
Denison’s Sidney Gossard delivered a kill followed by
an ace to secure her team’s second straight-set victory.
In the third and final set of Kenyon’s season, the Ladies started off strong, pushing ahead to an 8-3 lead
with kills from Witschey, Miller and Bruzzio. Denison,
however, responded with a 9-1 tear and followed it up
with a 7-4 run that finished off Kenyon in a 3-0 defeat.
Bruzzio, who led the Ladies in kills this season, had
eight against Denison, giving her 1,043 as a career total, the sixth-best in program history.
Kenyon’s 2019 season ended with a 9-20 overall record, highlighted by this impressive NCAC tournament run to the semifinal.
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Kenyon secures seventh straight NCAA Tournament berth
JAMES MAZER
STAFF WRITER

On Saturday, the Kenyon
College men’s soccer team
defeated the Ohio Wesleyan
University (OWU) Bishops in
a come-from-behind victory
to win the NCAC Tournament
for the fifth time in six years.
Things looked bleak for the
Lords in the first half: OWU’s
strong defense held the Lords
to only two shots on goal during the first 45 minutes. The
Bishops used Kenyon’s lack of
offensive production to their
advantage and scored off of a
mishandled ball in the Lords
defensive half.
Kenyon went into the half
down 1-0 to a team they had
beaten 4-0 in last year’s conference title game. However,
the Lords made some offensive adjustments at the break.
Their midfield, which had re mained fairly passive during

the first half, dialed up the
intensity.
In the 57th minute, midfielder Chayne Bruneau ’23
caught the Bishops defense
off guard by sending a long
through-ball into OWU territory that found forward Sam
Carson ’22 in space. Carson,
who has proved deadly all season in one-on-one situations,
easily slotted home the goal
and leveled the score. “It was
a great look from Chayne, and
we got lucky that it got behind
them, but good teams punish
mistakes and I was able to do
that,” Carson said.
In the second half, the de fense was phenomenal, allowing just one shot on goal in
the second half. In the 74th
minute, Atli Hrafnkelsson
’23 scored the game-winning
goal off of a mishandled ball
for his ninth goal of the season.
The Lords’ win secured

them an automatic bid for the
NCAA Tournament, which
will mark their seventh consecutive appearance. The
first two rounds will be held

at Mavec Field, with Kenyon
taking on PSU-Behrend University (Pa.) at 11 a.m. on
Saturday. Immediately following, Rochester University

(N.Y.) will also play Hanover
College (Ind.) in Gambier.
The winners of these two
matchups will face off in the
second round on Sunday.

The Lords celebrate their win with the NCAC championship trophy. | SEJIN KIM/KENYON SID/NCAA

Kenyon defeated by Denison 2-1 in Lords beat Geneva in
heartbreaking championship loss season debut on road
REESE CASAIS
STAFF WRITER

On Saturday, Nov. 9, Ken yon’s field hockey team lost
the NCAC Tournament fi nal to Denison University in
a 2-1 game. Kenyon had ad vanced to the final with a 2-1
overtime win against Ohio
Wesleyan University, but was
unable to overcome an early
2-0 deficit against the Big
Red.
Denison scored their first

goal six minutes into the
game on a penalty corner.
They followed up with a sec ond goal two minutes into
the second quarter. Kenyon
did not answer until there
were nine minutes remain ing in the game, when Sarah
Metzmaier ’22 scored on an
Emma Hyer ’22 assist.
Saturday’s game marked
the end of a strong season for
Kenyon’s field hockey team.
Kenyon had 15 wins and four
losses, including playoffs,

good for a .789 win percentage. Among the team lead ers were Metzmaier with 16
goals, Olivia O’Connell ’21
with six assists and Payton
Doan ’23 with 39 saves. The
field hockey team has had
consistent success, with seven winning seasons since the
program began 11 years ago.
Despite this, the Ladies have
only won the NCAC Tournament once. They will look to
find more postseason success
in the coming years.

Sarah Metzmaier ‘22 prepares to hit the ball and looks to find a teammate. Metzmaier scored the only
goal for Kenyon in their loss at Denison University. | COURTESY OF KENYON COLLEGE ATHLETICS

TOMMY JOHNSON
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Despite a strong start and
fast finish from the Geneva
College (Pa.) Golden Tornadoes, the Lords men’s basketball team earned a riveting
65-61 victory through scrappy defense and the proficient
scoring of Ugnius Zilinskas
’21 and Elijah Davis ’22, who
scored 20 and 18 points respectively.
The Lords, who finished
with a record of 2-23 last year,
started this season off on the
right foot. Nearly a year to
date from when Geneva beat
Kenyon 72-57 in Tomsich
Arena, the Lords exacted revenge on the Golden Tornadoes on their home court,
Metheny Fieldhouse.
After Geneva opened up
the game with an 8-2 run,
the Lords’ hot offensive hand
and disciplined zone defense
lead to a 39-28 lead at the
half. This was capped off by
a buzzer-beating 3-pointer
by Zilinskas, who lead the
team in the first half with 13
points.
In the second half, Geneva
fought back through tough
inside play. The Golden Tornadoes scored 36 of their 61
points in the paint, compared
to Kenyon’s 22. They drew
fouls early and often. Geneva
was in the bonus with 11:54
still to play in the second half.
However, the Lords’ fouls in
fact helped them, as the Golden Tornadoes only shot 41.2
percent from the stripe.
Even so, the second half

was the story of Geneva slowly chipping away at Kenyon’s
lead. With 3:28 to play, the
Golden Tornadoes brief ly led
the Lords 57-56 after a layup
by AJ Stroop.
Late in the game, a defensive blunder by Geneva
proved costly: With two minutes left, they switched to a
man-to-man defense. Davis,
who had created shots for
himself time and time again
in the second half, took advantage of a mismatch, taking Geneva’s Mike Melewski to the paint and hitting a
short-range jumper to make
it 61-59.
After a layup by Geneva’s
Ethan Moose tied the score
up again at 61, it was Kenyon’s
free-throw shooting that carried them to the finish. In the
final 48 seconds, Zilinskas
went 2-4 on two trips to the
line, and Davis put the game
out of reach with just under
two seconds remaining by
hitting two from the line. Kenyon would win 65-61.
A Lords team that looked
run-down last year was characterized by its energy on
Monday
night.
Kenyon’s
bench contributed 15 points.
The team scored 21 fast-break
points compared to Geneva’s
two. Their fast-paced style is
what gave them the lead in
the first place, and they never
let up.
The Lords’ home opener
will take place this Saturday
against Muskingum University in Tomsich Arena at 2 2
p.m.

